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Dear Building Owner,

If you are reading this, you probably own a building clad

with EIFS. Very likely, it is a Dryvit Outsulation system that

was initially chosen because of its design flexibility, energy

efficiency, lower installed cost, and ease of maintenance. You

are not alone. In over 40 years as the market leader in North

America, Dryvit is proud to have been chosen to supply the

exterior cladding on more than 450,000 structures.

The DryvitCARE program is designed specifically for you.

Over the years, your building may have had alterations, 

a change of primary use, or is just showing its age. This

brochure contains the information needed to guide 

you in restoring your EIFS to its original condition — 

or to update its look using 21st - century finishes that may not

have been available when your building was first built. Either

way, you have exciting options.

I want to personally thank you for your trust in Dryvit, and

we look forward to helping ensure your building remains

beautiful and energy efficient for many years to come.

Sincerely,

Peter Balint

President and CEO

ENSURING THE LONG TERM PERFORMANCE OF YOUR BUILDING
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DryvitCARE provides information that enables 

the building owner to understand the necessary steps 

that must be taken over time to keep an Exterior 

Insulation and Finish System (EIFS) looking and 

performing like new. DryvitCARE offers tips for cleaning,

repairing and restoring EIFS and ultimately, via the

Platinum Warranty Program, the opportunity to obtain 

a new system warranty for existing buildings that are 

clad with a Dryvit Outsulation® system.
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DryvitCARE provides information you need 
to maintain or restore your Dryvit Outsulation 

or other EIFS-clad building.
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INSPECTION AND CLEANING
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A small investment in 

routine maintenance can pay 

long-term dividends in performance.

Inspect the building’s exterior annually 

and clean it thoroughly as needed. 

This will identify problems when 

they are small and will keep 

the building looking its best.

It is important to conduct a visual inspection of
the building exterior and clean it as needed. This
is particularly important if the building is close 
to a highway or in a damp climate, where there
may be high levels of dirt, mildew, algae or other
pollutants. These conditions will affect the 
frequency of cleaning.

Cleaning EIFS should be done by a skilled 
professional. The best way to clean EIFS is to
use high water volume coupled with low water
pressure and non-abrasive cleaners. Do not use
caustic chemicals or abrasive cleaning tech-
niques, which will permanently damage the 
finish. Refer to Dryvit’s most recent cleaning
guidelines (DS152 — on www.dryvit.com)
before cleaning.

During the inspection, you should also look for
the following:

• Direct damage to the EIFS (e.g. cracks/holes)

• Worn, damaged, or cracked sealant around
openings or expansion joints

• Damaged or deteriorated flashing

• Damage to other exterior wall components
(e.g. windows or cast stone)

If these conditions, or any other damage to the
building envelope are found, we recommend
contacting your local Dryvit distributor, who will
provide the name of a professional contractor
who can more fully assess the conditions 
present, make necessary repairs and minimize
potential further damage.
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As these before & after photos demonstrate, 
cleaning your building properly will help 

restore its original beauty.
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All building materials, including sealant, have a 

useful lifespan and will invariably wear with age.

Sealant is designed to move and flex with the 

building’s exterior, and as such it endures a great deal

of stress. That movement deteriorates the sealant

more rapidly than other rigid cladding components.

Common evidence of failing sealant is cracking or

loss of adhesion with contact surfaces. The sealant

joints on a building should be inspected by a trained

professional, and failed sealant should be removed

and replaced. Leaks in the sealant joint also compro-

mise the energy efficiency of the building envelope

and can lead to interior damage as well.

Any sealant replacement or repair should be 

performed by a professional 

contractor trained in the 

application of 

commercial-grade, 

high-performance 

sealant.

REPLACING SEALANT
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Sealant and flashing play a 

significant part in the performance 

of the building envelope. 

Maintaining a weathertight seal

around all penetrations and at 

the interfaces of dissimilar materials

helps ensure optimal protection 

for a building.
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Replacing worn-out sealant is critical 
to keep your building performing its best.
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One of the great benefits Dryvit offers 

to a building owner is a vast number 

of aesthetic options, any of which creates

new beauty and helps restore the building

exterior to peak performance. Whether

choosing to revitalize a building’s exterior

with an elastomeric coating or to change

its look entirely, Dryvit provides a range

of materials fit for either purpose.

The next step toward revitalizing the EIFS is the 

application of Dryvit’s Weatherlastic® Smooth 

elastomeric coating. Tested by the Sealant,

Waterproofing & Restoration Institute (SWRI),

Weatherlastic Smooth has an elongation 

coefficient of 670%. It is available in virtually 

any color and in either acrylic or siliconized 

dirt pickup resistant (DPR) formulas.

Weatherlastic Smooth can be obtained from 

a Dryvit distributor who can recommend a 

professional contractor familiar with this 

type of work.

RECOATING

SWRI
Third Party 

Product 
Evaluation.
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Revitalize your EIFS with an application of 
Weatherlastic ® Smooth — enhance curb appeal while 

restoring its condition to peak performance.
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Before After

Before After
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Today, in addition to the familiar range, Dryvit now 

offers textured, acrylic finishes that provide the 

appearance of brick, limestone, granite and metal. 

This may also be a prudent time to consider 

maximizing the thermal efficiency of the building. 

The original EIFS may have used only 3⁄4” of 

exterior insulation. As much as 4” of exterior 

insulation can be utilized resulting in a 

proportionate increase in R-value, as illustrated 

at right.

OVERCLADDING

Greater energy efficiency and 

a modern architectural look can be 

achieved by incorporating additional 

exterior insulation, decorative EPS 

shapes and finish options that may 

not have existed when your building 

was first constructed. This can usually 

be achieved with minimal disruption 

to daily business activities and 

little to no construction waste.

Before After
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Dryvit allows you to create
almost any look you can imagine.
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DryvitCARE Platinum Warranty
The DryvitCARE Platinum Warranty Program is the 

ultimate in DryvitCARE restoration and offers the 

owner of a Dryvit-clad building a unique opportunity. 

The Platinum Warranty involves an independent, 

third-party building envelope consultant and results 

in a written prescription for your building’s exterior

renewal. Each building will have different requirements,

but the result is a new, transferable warranty for your

Dryvit Outsulation system.

Ask your Dryvit distributor about this exciting program, 

or call Dryvit at 888-275-3629.

Pearl River Hilton (photo at right), Pearl River, 

NY was first constructed with Dryvit Outsulation 

in 1988. It underwent the DryvitCARE Program in 

2006 and was issued a renewed system warranty.

Dryvit Systems, Inc.
One Energy Way
West Warwick, RI 02893 USA 
1-888-275-3629 
401-822-4100 
www.dryvit.com

Information contained in this
brochure conforms to the standard
detail recommendations and 
specifications for the installation 
of Dryvit Systems, Inc. products 
as of the date of publication of this 
document and is presented in good
faith. Dryvit Systems, Inc. assumes
no liability, expressed or implied, as
to the architecture, engineering or
workmanship of any project. 
To ensure that you are using the 
latest, most complete information,
contact Dryvit Systems, Inc.
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